Final Carthage WAC Criteria for Writing Intensive Courses (Adopted 3-7-2006)

A. The course must use writing to promote the learning of course materials.  Instructors assign formal and informal writing, both in class and out, to increase students’ understanding of course material as well as improve writing skills.

B. The course provides interaction between the instructor and students while students do assigned writing; in effect, the instructor acts as an expert and the student as an apprentice in a community of writers.  Types of interaction will vary.  For example, a professor who requires the completion of one long essay may review sections of the essay, write comments on drafts, and be available for conferences.  The professor who requires several short papers may demonstrate techniques for drafting and revising in the classroom, give students guidance on the composition of papers, and consult with students after the completion of their papers. Because such interaction takes time, and the effects are cumulative, writing should be distributed throughout the term.

C. Writing contributes significantly to each student’s course grade.  Writing assignments must make up at least 30% of each student’s course grade

D. The course requires students to do a substantial amount of writing—a minimum of 4,000 words or about 16 pages.  This may include informal writing.  Depending on the course content, students may write analytic essays, critical reviews, journals, lab reports, research reports or reaction papers, etc; drafts of papers may count toward the 16-page total if they 

1.) receive serious feedback from the professor (or peer feedback guided by the professor) and 

2.) are subject to significant revision.

E. To allow for meaningful professor-student interaction about each student’s writing, the class size is restricted to 22 students.

